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The secret US prisons you've never heard of before | Will Potter
The speaker in the speech that I have chosen is Investigative Journalist, Will Potter. He discussed the secretive activities that are going on in some of the United States’ prisons. He elaborated on Communications Management Unit (CMU) prisons and how prisoners in that specific type of prison are treated differently from other prisoners. Unfortunately, most of the prisoners who are imprisoned here are innocent Muslims. By listening to the speech, he mentioned that these were people who were falsely accused. As a journalist, Potter knew that CMU prisons always catered to people who have different races, religions, and political beliefs. The speaker in the TED Talk that I watched was an eloquent speaker because of how clear he presented his claims.
Not only that, he powerfully expressed himself which made the audience engage with what he was saying. Towards the end of his speech, he described the United States to have a dark history and because of this, higher officials get power to disproportionately punish individuals who have different political beliefs. Some people might think that he is describing it in an extreme way but it’s actually what is happening in the U.S. Potter’s speech aimed to inform his listeners on the hidden activities that are occurring in its prisons. He gave out some names of people who have been imprisoned in CMU prisons and how they were falsely charged for something that they didn’t commit.
By doing so, added truthfulness to his speech and made it more reliable and informative. I think his manner of delivering his speech was very effective to his audience. His word choices were strong but they fit in every sentence that incorporated them. He even admitted that he may be describing CMU prisons in an extreme way but it reflected how it really is.
Lastly, his tone was quite different compared to some speakers I have heard before. He is much more engaging and he adds emphasis in every word he is saying. He even added a little humour to the discussion which I quite liked. It’s important to discover other ways to deliver a speech because the audience constantly change. Not all people will like a single style of speech so offering them different styles will make them more engaged to listen. Just like Potter, he didn’t just focus on the facts; he also focused to provide a little humour. Through this, there will be light mood throughout the speech.
As a student, this is very admirable. I hope that I would be able to apply his style in speaking in my speeches. Besides, I always take down notes when listening to speeches highlighting their strengths and weaknesses and maybe in the future, I will be able to use them to spice up my speech. I always observe this with myself; I usually take down some notes first before actually applying what I have learned in the materials that I have consumed. I just hope that I will have the confidence that Mr Potter has and that I will be able to deliver an outstanding speech to my listeners.
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